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levies, state .aid for the economic and cultural
development of the villages; fostering of cottage
industries for relieving rural unemployment, and
reform of the system of land tenure, revenue and
rent."1

It will thus be seen that the Congress stands
not merely for political democracy, but also for
economic democracy to a large extent- This
resolution in a general way grants approval to
the nationalisation or state-ownership of key and
heavy industries. It must, however, be made
clear that the Congress has by no means accepted
socialism. It contains among its members big
industrialists as well as poor peasants.

In the Congress election programme of'
1946, the Congress restated the democratic prin-
ciples already expressed in the Fundamental Rights
Resolution of 1931- It also expressed its faith in a
federal constitution with full autonomy to the
constituent units. The manifesto reads:

"The Congress has stood for equal rights and
opportunities for every citizen in India,
man or woman. It has stood for the unity
of all communities and religious groups

1 The Indian Annual Register, 1936, Vol. I, p. 286.